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CONFIDENTIAL AMMAN 3743 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UNRWA, PLO, XF 

SUBJECT: REPORTED PLO SUPPORT FOR ARAB CONTRIBUTIONS TO UNRWA 

REF: STATE 128818 

WE QUERIED JOE FITCHETT DURING RECENT VISIT TO AMMAN ON 
BACKGROUND TO HIS WASHINGTON POST STORY (CITED REFTEL) TO EFFECT 
PLO IS ENCOURAGING ARAB CONTRIBUTIONS TO UNRWA. FITCHETT 
SAID THAT SHAFIQ AL HUT STATED THIS TO FITCHETT EXPLICITLY IN 
THEIR INTERVIEW (ALTHOUGH WE NOT SURE AT WHOSE INITIATIVE 
SUBJECT WAS RAISED). ONLY OTHER OBSERVATION FROM FITCHETT 
WAS THAT HUT WENT OUT OF HIS WAY TO EMPHASIZE THAT PLO IS NOT 
EXACTING ANY POLITICAL PRICE FOR ITS SUPPORT ON ISSUE OF ARAB 
SUPPORT FOR UNRWA; PLO MERELY WANTS TO SEE VALUABLE UNRWA 
PROGRAM PRESERVED FOR PALESTINIAN REFUGEES. 
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